
When Scott and Cindy McCombs bought their house in 1999, they spent nearly 
a year finishing the interior space to reflect their tastes. As owners of Realm 
of Design, a company specializing in architectural elements, they planned to 

incorporate many ideas from their clients’ projects into their own home.
In addition, they felt they could expand their creative talents -- and potentially their 

product line -- by testing new and innovative concepts and finishes within their private 
space. The result is so unique, the residence was part of the 2004 Parade of Homes and was 
recently filmed by HGTV’s “Extreme Homes.”

FROM A PIRATE SHIP AND ROPE BRIDGE TO WATER SPEWING LION HEADS AND
GROTTO, LOCAL COUPLE DIGS DEEP TO MAKE BACKYARD OASIS A DESERT ESCAPE. 

by cindi r. maciolek  |  photography by jim k. decker
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“We must have had at least a dozen people offer to buy the house 
during the Parade of Homes,” Cindy said.

A sneak peek in their master bedroom reveals a bit of inspiration 
for their style: an image of the Rolling Stones from their early heyday, 
the arches of a building in the backdrop framing the musicians who lie 
in the grass.  

“We used this as inspiration for our office building,” said Cindy, “but 
you can see the style and the arches reflected in our house as well.”

“In any of our designs that we create for our home, or for our 
Realm of Design clients’ homes, we want our projects to reflect our 
passion and our commitment to creativity,” said Scott. “We wanted to 
challenge ourselves and inspire others to be driven to bring out their 
inner artist and create a paradigm shift. We use eco-friendly building 
materials whenever we can in our designs. This includes our company’s 
patented GreenStone material that is made with recycled glass.”

While the couple toiled away on the interior, the back yard 
remained a wasteland that overlooked a school parking lot bordered by 
a cinderblock fence. Today the yard is a family play land that is both 
relaxing and exhilarating.

“Scott and I would spend hours outside, sketching our fantasy back 
yard,” said Cindy. “I still have the sketches somewhere and you’d be 
surprised how close we actually came to those drawings.”

Just off the patio is an outdoor kitchen and covered dining area. 
Two unique accents on the border are playful, carved faces of the 
McCombs’ daughter and youngest son sculpted by a 75-year-old 
friend, who donated them to the project.

realm of fun ::

The back yard’s pirate ship is part tree house, part fort. The 50-foot ship sits atop a massive 
hollowed tree trunk that has both a front door and a trap door from the ship’s floor.

The pièce de résistance of the McCombs’ backyard oasis is the expansive, inviting pool area 
which took a lot of creative thinking and engineering to construct.
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However, the pièce de résistance of the 
back yard is the expansive, inviting pool area 
which took a lot of creative thinking and 
engineering to construct.

“We live in a community with a 
homeowners’ association (HOA), so we 
had to create within some very strict 
guidelines. Generally, an HOA does not let 
you build above a fence line without detailed 

architectural review, and in order for them to 
approve your design, your neighbors must, 
too. We were lucky that we didn’t have anyone 
behind us but the school.

“Scott brought in an engineer to 
determine the limits of the property line. We 
wanted a pretty elaborate pool but since we 
couldn’t build up, we decided to go down. 
The engineer helped to guide us, and we dug 

at least 20 feet deep to create our backyard 
oasis.”

The pool consists of three levels, 
surrounded by natural-looking rock 
formations. The upper area is the kiddie pool, 
just two feet deep, with a small waterfall. 
Adjacent to that is a slide that drops the 
swimmer into the middle pool which has a 
depth of about four feet.

Using a knot tying prowess he learned as a Boy Scout, homeowner
Scott McCombs created the bridge out of old rope and wine barrel slats.
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realm of fun ::

“ Wellspring is the premier 
weight loss lifestyle program 

on the globe.”
- Dr. Phil McGraw, 2012

866.364.0808
wellspringweightloss.com

“We wanted our guests and our family to 
have a variety of experiences in this space,” 
said Cindy. “During the summer that slide is 
used all the time. And, once you’re in the 
middle pool, there’s a set of doors in the 

water against a wall, made to look as if you 
can open the door and swim off to a secret 
location. It’s just an architectural element 
but it adds a dimension to the experience.”

The middle pool connects to a bar area that 
feels as if it’s built into a grotto. Up the stairs a 
bit, another grotto houses a built-in spa.

If diving is your thing, a quick climb to 
the top of the rocks provides a flat diving 
surface into a 12-foot pool. Rock diving in 
the back yard? You bet! But, if you prefer, 
there’s one more slide to drop you into the 
deep end.

A stroll to the backside of the pool leads 
you to an inviting gazebo connected to a 
pirate’s bridge.

“The bridge is made of old rope Scott 
bought off eBay, and wine barrel slats,” said 
Cindy. “It’s more for visual effect. We don’t 
recommend people walk on it. However, 
Scott is an old Boy Scout and he’s good with 
knots, so he created the whole bridge.”

Just past the gazebo is the pump house 
which hides the pumping equipment. The 
decorative moldings, cartouches and niches 

are replicas of pieces they built for the late 
Las Vegas entertainer Danny Gans. The doors 
there, as well as the ones in the water, create a 
beautiful and inviting visual impact.

But, visual impact can be had in many 
different ways.

“We have a mister system that’s really 
cool,” said Cindy. “As it mixes with the  
moisture from the pools and waterfalls, it 
forms a fog-like atmosphere that rises from 
the deepest pool and creeps up onto the patio 
area, creating an eerie but fun effect.”

“Everybody wanted to come over to our 
house because it was so cool and different,” 
said son, Nick McCombs. “Our house was a 
popular place for school dance photo shoots.”

As if one oasis wasn’t enough, when the 
neighbors decided to list their house, the 
McCombs purchased it for their daughter 
and promptly tore down the backyard wall 
separating the two properties. The result: a 
never-ending land of fun!

“Living next door to my Mom, I get to 
have coffee every day with my best friend,” 
said Kealy Bush, the McCombs’ daughter. “It’s 
also a great environment for the kids and our 
family. We get to enjoy each other’s company 
every day.”

“Connecting the two properties visually 
was easy. We make all the pavers at our 
company, so we continued the decking through 
the adjoining back yard,” said Cindy. “Then we 
decided to add a bit of customization.”

Adjacent to the logia that spans the width of 
the house is an outdoor kitchen and snack bar. 

“This dining area is much more open than 
the one on our patio, so we often bring our 
table over here for dinners,” said Cindy. “The 
swing-out stools on the snack bar have an 
interesting backstory. Scott found them at an 
antique store in Seattle. They used to be on an 
old railroad dining car. He didn’t know where 
he’d put them when he bought them, but they 
fit here perfectly.”

 The standard pool area was enhanced with 
what Cindy calls a Versace wall, providing a 
glamorous backdrop with water-spewing lion 
heads. But, as much fun as water-spewing lion 
heads can be, the bigger fun is the gigantic 
pirate ship!

Part tree house, part fort, it feels as if the 
crew were shipwrecked on some deserted 
island and decided to make the best of it. The 
50-foot ship sits atop a massive hollowed tree 
trunk that has both a front door and a trap 

Everybody wanted to come over 
to our house because it was so 
cool and different,” said son, 

Nick McCombs. “Our house was 
a popular place for school dance 

photo shoots. ”
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door from the ship’s floor. A slide comes off the back while two 
swings hang below, beckoning visitors to have a seat.

“Two of our favorite elements of the pirate ship are the angel 
on the bow of the boat, carved from wood and made to look as if 
it were weathered, and the cement pirate with his trusty bird made 
from concrete that sits beside the ship,” said Cindy. 

Pirates carried all sorts of booty, and a collection of old wine 
barrels strewn across the ground remind us that rum and gold 
weren’t their only two favorites.

The grounds of the pirate ship along with the pool area are home 
to a number of bent palm trees that wend their way down to the 
ground and up along the rocks and trees, providing a another unique 
design element for the space.

“Many people ask us what type of style we have, but I don’t 
think there are any rules,” said Cindy. “We like the feel of old-world, 
which is evident in the types of products and surfaces we create. 
Other people think we’re eclectic. For us, we know what we like 
and we have a few general rules about how to set things up to scale. 
But, I believe, you should have what you like and I think we do.”

Kealy added, “Our home is like a resort...except there is no 
cocktail waitress and no resort fees.” q

The pool area is home to a number of bent palm trees that wend 
their way down to the ground and up along the rocks and trees.


